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Greetings from the Bridge – President Bill Graham 
 

Happy Spring! (Maybe.) 

 

I don't know about you but I am ready for boating season. It seems to me that we have had a long winter. 

 

Your Board of Directors has been very busy putting together a fantastic list of on water and on land 

activities for this boating season. I would like to personally thank Murray Parnell for stepping up again as 

our activities director! (Well it could be unofficial as you would have to ask Murray.) 

 

Fridge magnets are coming back this year! We have lots of comments from our members wishing they 

were back and they are! 

 

Please remember that our board has signed an agreement with Toronto 

ACBS and the Manotick club so that if you are a member of either these 

boat clubs, you are able to go to each club’s events and pay the same price 

as the members of the hosting club. 

 

We were all deeply saddened by the sudden passing of Fibreglass Ronny.   

We hope to hold a special boating event this summer to honour Ronny for 

all he has done for the boating industry. Watch our web site for details. 

(Photo at right shows Ronny at the Toronto Sportsmen’s Show in March 

helping out at the TSACBA booth) 

 

Remember that the purpose of our club is to have fun, use our boats, 

provide knowledgeable information about antique boats, motors, 

maintenance and safety. 

 

Please have a safe and wonderful boating season, see you on the water! 
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Welcome Aboard New Members! 
The TSACBA wishes to acknowledge the recent additional members that have come 

aboard since our last newsletter: 

 

Gerry Jowett  Belleville ON 

Bruce Strachan Lindsay ON 

Brian Sturgeon Rosseau ON 

Chris Whillans Claremont ON 

 

 

 

TSACBA Clothing 
 

Remember we have a great partnership with Peterborough’s Mark’s Work Warehouse. You can 

have the TSACBA logo attached to clothing you buy at the store or take your own piece of 

clothing in to have it embroidered with the logo. Just go to the back desk at the store. For more 

information go to http://www.trentsevernantiqueboats.com/member.htm on our website. 

Offer to TSACBA Members 
 

Long time TSACBA member Jim Walter, owner of 

Captain Jim's Antique & Classic Boat Hardware, is 

offering all members listed in the TSACBA Directory a 

10 per cent discount on any orders over $50 for items 

purchased from his website at http://www.captain-

jims.com/.  If ordering from his website, add "Trent 

Severn" after your name when placing your order, or mention it either in a phone call to Jim at 705-887-3334 or if 

contacting him by email at capt.jim@i-zoom.net 

TSACBA Burgees 
 

You can purchase a TSACBA burgee at a cost of $15 to fly on your vessel! To order a 

burgee, please contact Past President Jeff Souch by phone at 705-292-0273 or by email at 

ppresident@trentsevernantiqueboats.com.  

Board of Directors 2018 
 

Bill Graham President 705-652-5219 

John Gullick Vice-President 705-651-2867 

Daryl Bissett Secretary 705-277-1783 

Val Souch Treasurer 705-292-0273 

Charlotte Hughes Membership 905-697-8101 

Tim Jackson Director 705-743-5906 

Murray Parnell Director 705-741-4070 

Jim Watt Director Emeritus 705-740-3913 

Jeff Souch Past President 705-292-0273 

Catherine McLeod Newsletter Editor/ 

Web Administrator 

613-967-5771 
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Trent Severn Antique & Classic Boat Association 

2018 Events 
Check the Events page on our website for detailed information as it becomes available 

on planned events for 2018 

 
Be sure to join the Trent Severn Antique and Classic Boat Association at one or all of the many events we have planned for 

you this season. We started out with a couple of spring tours that have now already taken place, add a swap meet, then head 

into our annual ever popular Spring Workshop, followed by a return of Paddle to Power for 2018, this time in Lakefield, 

Ontario. Following that, many of our members will participate in the ACBS Toronto Chapter annual boat show in 

Gravenhurst. We'll be part of the Newcastle Wooden Boat Festival, hold our annual Buckhorn run in July, attend some 

racing events, and enjoy our annual Chemong Run, this year being held in August. We will keep you informed of other 

runs as they are organized. Watch your email for notification and check our website at 

http://www.trentsevernantiqueboats.com/events.htm for further information on all our events. 

 

Here is the list of planned events for 2018: 

May 12 Maple Leaf Antique Outboard Club Spring Run off Wet Meet and Swap Meet - Check on our website for more 

details. 

May 26 TSACBA Spring Workshop at Wayne's World in Port Perry 

June 2 TSACBA Paddle to Power - After an absence of a two years, Paddle to Power moves to Isabel Morris Park in 

Lakefield, 20 Concession Street, just behind the arena on Saturday June 2 and will again be a free event.  Our previous 

Paddle to Power events have featured canoes, boats, and outboards manufactured in the Peterborough area.  The 2018 

edition will feature a wide array of classic wood and fibreglass boats along with motors from all manufacturers.  Past 

Paddle to Power events have been attended by thousands of visitors throughout the day.  We present this edition as a great 

opportunity to showcase some of the rich marine heritage we possess within the Trent Severn Antique and Classic Boat 

Association and beyond.  We are asking you to help us make this Paddle to Power a similar success by bringing your boat 

to display on land from about 9:00 in the morning until early afternoon. Boats should arrive between 7:30 and 8:30 am and 

will be displayed on their trailers. There is plenty of parking for your vehicles. Please confirm your attendance along with 

the year, make, and model of your boat and motor by contacting John Gullick vpresident@trentsevernantiqueboats.com.   

Thank you for helping your club make this a success! 

July 5-8 ACBS Toronto Chapter 38th Annual Summer Vintage Boat Show , Muskoka Wharf in Gravenhurst – Check on 

our website for more details. 

July 21 TSACBA display at the Newcastle Wooden Boat Festival 

July 28 TSACBA Buckhorn Run 

July 28-29 TSACBA display at Ontario Power Boat Racing Races in Deseronto  

August 11-12 TSACBA display at Ontario Power Boat Racing Boat Races in Gravenhurst 

August 11 Manotick Classic Boat Club Boat Show in Westport 

August 18 TSACBA Chemong Lake Run 

Sept 15-16 TSACBA Display at Ontario Power Boat Racing Boat Races in Peterborough 

We also have other runs in the works that will be announced via email and on our website. 

 

 

Put this event on your calendar...Boat the Blue, the 2018 Antique & Classic Boat 

Society 43rd Annual Meeting & International Boat Show, Port Huron, Michigan, 

September 14-15, 2018. Details will be posted at http://boattheblue.com/ as well 

as on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/BoatTheBlue/. If you visit our 

website you can download full details from the item on the home page or on the 

events page. 

See the article about Miss America X, a Gar Wood boat, that will be part of this 

boat show on Pages 8 and 9 and Photos on Page 10 
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Half and Half, A Restoration Demonstration Project 

An update from Past President Jeff Souch 
 

Back in the fall, we told you about our Half & Half project boat.  Well the Half & Half project is half started – the interior 

half of the half we are restoring. Over the winter months, I took the seats, supports, and floorboards down to my basement 

workshop to begin the Half restoration.  

  

As with any boat restoration project the first step was to remove layers of old 

varnish. As you will see in the “before” pictures, the seats were in pretty sad 

condition – prime for the restoration project 

we have in mind. 

 

There are two methods typically employed to 

remove old varnish. 1) Liquid Paint and 

Varnish Remover or 2) Heat gun and sharp 

scraper. For the task at hand, I chose the heat 

gun for two reasons. First of all, I find the 

heat gun to be way less messy and secondly, 

the paint stripper needs to be used in a well-

ventilated area and I didn’t want to open the window to the -30-degree wind chill 

outside. The heat gun and scraper worked very well for this application and the 

varnish came off in neat strips that were easy to sweep up and dispose of. 

 

Once the varnish was removed, the stripped areas were sanded with 120 grid on my 

handy palm sander. After that a further sanding was done by hand with 120 to get 

out any marks that the sander might have missed or created. 

 

Now – to replace the varnish, I chose Minwax “Helmsman” Spar Varnish for the 

build-up coats. Partly because I had a part can left over from a previous project 

and partly because it flows very well and is 

fast drying. The first two coats were 

thinned and the next four were full 

strength, sanded with 220 between coats.  

For those that might not know me – the 

first thing I usually do when I see a 

wooden boat is sniff the freshness of its 

varnish. I must say this project had my 

basement smelling absolutely heavenly.  

The flooring was also sanded, top and 

bottom with 120 on the palm sander. Since 

flooring typically sits in a damp/wet 

environment, it was treated with a liberal 

coat of Boiled Linseed Oil.  (It smells 

almost as good!)  

 

Well, that’s it for now. Half the interior 

now awaits final varnishing and re-

installation.   
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A Tribute to Ronny Haylock 
 

The classic boating world has had a hard hit. 

TSACBA member Ronny Haylock passed away 

March 21, 2018. He will be missed by so many. 

His boats and enthusiasm for Classic Boats will 

live forever. Ronny was at the recent Sportsman's 

Show exhibit in Toronto and also regularly 

attended the ACBS Toronto Show in Gravenhurst. 

There was no funeral but a celebration of life for 

his friends will be held in the near future. You 

may not be aware unless you are regularly 

visiting our photo pages on our website, but it 

was through the efforts Ronny put forth that so 

many of those pages feature videos of our various 

events over the years. He will be hard to replace. 

 

The following information was distributed from ACBS Toronto Chapter by TSACBA Member Mike Gridley in 

the “Wooden Boat Wednesday” newsletter distributed each week by the Chapter. 

 

The theme for the ACBS Toronto Chapter 2018 Vintage Boat Show, “Keeping the Passion Alive: A Salute to 

the Heritage Boat Shops,” took on a special meaning with the passing of Ronny Haylock on March 21, 2018. 

 

Ronny was a talented man in a world of talented boat restorers with a passion for Classic Glass. Ronny’s 

Marine, located in Havelock, Ontario is well known across North America for both restoration projects and 

difficult repairs to new craft, especially metal flake bass boats. It’s these shops, and individuals like Ronny, that 

we will be paying homage to this July. 

 

Ronny grew up in Hamilton in a world full of custom cars and boats at the family marina, Evron Marine at Van 

Wagner’s Beach. His expertise with paint and metal flake finishes for high end hot rods and custom street 

machines is legendary. Along the way “Hurricane Haylock” found time to pursue power boat racing and was 

still currently active with the Ontario Power Boat Racing Association. 

 

Moving to Havelock and taking over the family’s lodge that his parents had 

purchased on the Trent River in the 1980s, Ronny established Ronny’s Marine, 

leaving the auto world behind. Ronny’s boats are enjoyed by many and are 

prominent entries in many boat shows. Over the past several months, Ron had been 

working with ACBS Toronto Chapter on ensuring a first-class field of Classic 

Boats for this summer’s show in Gravenhurst. 

 

His commitment to Classic Glass led him to launch a major boat show in 

conjunction with the annual RPM Car Show in 2014. Interestingly a wood boat 

won the best 1950s Restoration. Summing it up Ronny quipped that while it wasn’t 

a glass boat it was the best boat. 

 

He will be missed by so many. His boats and enthusiasm for Classic Boats will live 

forever. Ronny was at the recent Sportsman's Show exhibit in Toronto and also 

regularly attended the ACBS Toronto Chapter Show in Gravenhurst.  
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Custom Classics 
Past President Rich Hughes 

 

The automotive hot rod has been around for decades and most will agree that the 1930s era Fords using the 

flathead V-8 seem to have been a favorite choice for the home shops of the early 195’s. The boys over at 

General Motors recognized the booming interest in the quest for speed and modifications and took this into 

account when designing their new small block V-8. Unlike most companies that would protect their product and 

maintain control over any optional equipment, GM did something bold and designed their engine to be easily 

compatible with the aftermarket industry. To this day the Chevy small block is still the most popular and 

economic engine to modify and accessorize. 
 

As the push for more power and performance swept 

through the hot rod industry so did the changing body 

styles and interiors. Custom painting including metal 

flaking, flames, and fades would transform a normal 

stock body into something unique. Interiors were 

now evolving with different materials and patterns 

that would compliment updated steering wheels and 

gauges. While the industry matured from the 

backyard garage into the commercial market so did 

some of the legendary names. George Barris and 

Boyd Coddington are two who would set the bar for 

future builders such as Chip Foose and Dave Kindig.  

Today, custom car and hot rod shows are one of the 

largest attended in the automotive world and attract 

the widest age spread among the presenters and 

spectators. Not only has this popularity saved many 

has-been cars from the fate of the crusher but it has also increased the overall value. At one time the finished 

value of a custom built hot rod was actually below that of a fully restored original. However, with the increased 

craftsmanship and material, the high-quality customs will in most cases surpass the originals in value and 

demand. 

 

There are many “production” type boats sitting in back yards waiting to be repaired. The unfortunate part of the 

marine industry compared to the automotive is the perception that only rare or low serial number boats are worth 

restoring to original. This is a valid statement with regards to the big money boats, but with an increase in the 

custom trend, a production or less valuable boat can be transformed into something desirable. Not only is the 

boat rescued from being lost forever but its final value has the potential to be increased well beyond that of an 

authentically restored one of the same model.   
 

Similar to body work, hull work can incorporate changes to the bottom design, hull shape, and material used.  

Bottom modifications are usually done by the use of newer products and methods to enhance the strength and 

usability. Changes to the running surface are not as common but can still be done to improve handling and 

comfort. This may occur when the engine performance has been boosted over the original and requires bottom 

modifications to compensate for the changes. New methods of plywood skinning the hull and deck before 

planking results in a stronger and rigid structure that is not prone to shrinking and swelling issues causing breaks 

in the finish.  
 

Continued on Page 7 
 

www.trentsevernantiqueboats.com Trent Severn Antique & Classic Boat Association - 6 



 

 

Custom Classics…continued 
 

The interior is one of the most critical areas as it is generally the most visible when standing on the dock and 

looking into the boat. Colours and styles can make or break a potential show winner. Not unlike cars, some 

of the original styles still look good today, but most are in need for a modern makeover.  Upholstery can be 

expensive hence the reason many production builders opted to cut back in this area in effort to sell a 

competitively priced boat. All the more reason to focus on the interior during the custom build.  Many of the 

best custom interiors will take their ques from the modern automotive world, typically the European market 

which is also the leader in the fashion industry. 

 

The engine and compartment make up an area where 

performance and appearance blend together. Modern power is 

the best for reliability and efficiency. But a custom-built engine 

gives the added benefit of visual appearance and sometimes 

better quality when correctly built. Perhaps above all, 

cleanliness is looked at the closest. There can’t be any traces of 

oil leaks, bilge water, or flaking paint. The detailing on the 

engine itself has to be at a level far beyond that of a factory 

build. In keeping with the clean look, the best-done wiring and 

plumbing is when you can’t see it. 

 

One area that is sometimes difficult to see and often neglected 

is the framework. Frames need to be properly built and prepped with edges smoothed and all surfaces sealed 

and finished. All supporting mechanical systems such as electrical, plumbing, exhaust, and steering must be 

taken in consideration when designing and building the frames. Well planned out framework will be 

designed around the supporting systems instead of the other way around. 

 

There are a number of television shows that take viewers through the process of building a hot rod or 

customizing a classic. Sometimes the added drama and unreal deadlines may counteract the technical and 

artistic skill that goes into completing one of these projects. Setting aside the camera drama, the popularity 

and following for custom cars is on the increase and peaking the interest of a new generation of builders and 

buyers. It is difficult to predict when and if there will ever be a custom class introduced into official ACBS 

judging for boats.  

 

Sadly, the irony of promoting only restorations to 

preserve the originality of a boat may be resulting of the 

complete loss of many others. Not only is the boat itself 

lost, but there is the loss of a potential new untapped 

market of future boat building hobbyists. Regardless of 

the rules, the spectators still enjoy those few well done 

custom boats, even if they are not yet represented in the 

judging classes. 
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Boat the Blue 
2018 Antique & Classic Boat Society 43rd Annual Meeting & International Boat Show 

Port Huron, Michigan, September 14-15, 2018 

  
Miss America X, a Gar Wood boat, will be part of this boat show. Read the article that ran in the Port Huron Times Herald on 

Tuesday September 30, 1932 about Gar Wood's record setting run. Part 1 below, Part 2 on Page 9, Photos on Page 10 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.trentsevernantiqueboats.com Trent Severn Antique & Classic Boat Association – 8 



 

 

Boat the Blue…continued 
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